In the year 1841, a report, by Dr [Oct.
founded on a large number of observations. Those only who, like ourselves, have been somewhat extensively engaged in statistical researches, will be able fully to appreciate the amount of labour and care which, to ensure the accuracy which throughout characterises Dr. Thurnam's work, must have been required in its compilation; and we cannot but regret that, by adopting a more simple and lucid arrangement, and condensing his matter into a smaller space, he had not presented his observations in a more attractive form. To the medical officers of hospitals for the insane, and indeed to all those engaged in the cultivation of medical statistics, his work will afford much valuable information as to the methods to be adopted in the numerical registration of the results of their experience, and the errors to be avoided in generalizing from them. To such we believe the abstract we have given will be a sufficient recommendation. To the general professional reader, works of this kind must necessarily be less attractive than those of a more practical description, and we have hence been the more anxious to present as full an analysis of it as our limits would permit. We feel convinced, however, that those who are engaged in the cultivation of this branch of practical medicine will find sufficient in the work itself to reward them for its perusal.
